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They said, ‘Immaculate are You! We have no knowledge except what You have taught us.

Indeed You are the All-knowing, the All-wise.” QUR’AN 2:32
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BUILDING BRIDGES, SERVING TOMORROW
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Executive Summary

The Cambridge Muslim College (cmc) is a unique
and world-leading institution which provides
relevant, balanced and authentic training for a new
generation of Muslim leaders and scholars. It seeks
to facilitate genuine understanding and mutual
respect between Western and Muslim traditions at

both an academic and practical level.

As a registered charity, the finances and
governance of the College are publicly
accountable. cmc has no political or sectarian
affiliation, and is open to all who wish to build

better understanding between civilizations.

The College has already achieved a great deal
since it opened in 2009 but it has no permanent
endowment. It urgently needs investment in its

facilities and in its long-term financial stability.

Charitable donations to the College are a unique
opportunity to ensure that its vital work can
continue — for years, and God willing, for centuries
to come — supporting scholarship at the highest
academic level and encouraging wise, inspiring

leadership which benefits the whole world.
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Introducing the College

The Cambridge Muslim College (cmc) is a unique
institution which brings together the rich resources of
traditional, mainstream Islamic knowledge with the very
best of modern Western scholarship. Through its research
and teaching, the College is training a new generation

of young Muslim leaders, and facilitating genuine and
substantive dialogue between these two intellectual
traditions — perhaps among the most urgent tasks facing

the world today.

Based in the heart of the world’s greatest university city,
the College is able to mobilise world-class experts to fulfil
this intellectual mission. Like other theological colleges
in Cambridge, cmc is independent of the University but

maintains close links with its scholars and resources.

But the College is also dedicated to making an impact
far beyond academia. Its work has clear practical
benefits — not only for Muslims but society in general
—in overcoming barriers of misunderstanding between

different communities and faiths.

To spearhead this vital work, cmc allows young Muslim
scholars and leaders to develop the intellectual and
personal qualities necessary to serve society in a rapidly-
changing modern world. It enables them to remain fully
faithful to their religion, traditions and teachers, while
also equipping them to explore and explain what Islam
offers the world today in language and concepts that are

relevant and comprehensible.
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So exalted is Allah, the True Sovereign. Do not hasten with the Qur an before its revelation is

completed for you, and say, ‘My Lord! Increase me in knowledge.” QUR’ AN 20:114
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The College welcomes all who respect its work to
promote authentic Islamic scholarship that can enhance
constructive and genuine Muslim engagement with

the modern world, and to promote a fairer and more

scholarly understanding of Islam and Muslims.

As a registered British charity, the administration of the
College is transparent and accountable. Its accounts and
overall governance are all recorded in the public domain.
cmc is also accredited by the British Accreditation
Council, the official body responsible for validating
independent further and higher education in the UK

All these unique assets make cmc one of the most exciting
and promising initiatives among Muslims in the West
today, one which has already attracted significant positive
academic, media and philanthropic attention. We are
proud to invite you to support it, enabling it to grow and
flourish for the benefit of Muslims and others everywhere

for years to come.

CAMBRIDGE MUSLIM COLLEGE
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Soon We shall show them Our signs in the horizons and in their own souls until it becomes clear to them that

He is the Real. Is it not sufficient that your Lord is witness to all things? QUR’AN 41:53

Trustees of the College
The Trustees are legally responsible for the running of the College. They guide and supervise

its administration, contributing the wealth of their experience and knowledge toward the

achievement of the College’s aims.
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Founding Trustee and also Dean of cmc is Abdal Hakim
Murad (T. J. Winter). The College began with his vision
and he continues to be closely involved in day-to-day
management and teaching. He is Lecturer in Islamic
Studies at the Faculty of Divinity at the University

of Cambridge. Educated at Cambridge, al-Azhar and
London Universities, he has contributed to numerous
academic works on Islam and is the editor of the
Cambridge Companion to Classical Islamic Theology. He is one
of the most well-respected Muslim contributors to
inter-faith dialogue, notably as a leader of the Common
Word initiative sponsored by H.M. King Abdullah II of
Jordan.

The College is fortunate to count among its other
Trustees distinguished academics and experienced leaders
who have worked to promote inter-cultural dialogue and

a better understanding of Islam in the UK and elsewhere.
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The other Trustees are:

Prof. Muhammad Abdel Haleem,OBE, Professor of

Islamic Studies, University of London

Dr. Shaikh Abdul Mabud, Director-General, Islamic
Academy, Cambridge

Yahya Birt, Commissioning Editor, Kube
Publishing

Prof. David Ford, Regius Professor of Divinity and
Director of the Cambridge Inter-Faith Programme,

University of Cambridge
Shaykh Tijani Gahbiche, Arabic language teacher

Prof. Sophie Gilliat-Ray, Professor in Religious &
Theological Studies and Director for the Centre for the
Study of Islam in the UK, Cardiff University

Abdul Hadi Hoffman, Islamic affairs consultant, Berlin;

former Press Secretary to Helmut Kohl
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The Work of the College So Far

cmc officially opened its doors in 2009. Thirty-four
male and female students have already graduated, and the
current cohort of eighteen is the largest yet. In addition,
the College has funded six post-doctoral research
scholars. It has held many public lectures by leading
Muslim and non-Muslim scholars and thinkers. It has
published original research on topics ranging from Islamic
philosophies of science to the crisis of secular ethics. It
has hosted discussions with respected scholars from across
Britain and many Muslim countries. Since 2011, cmc has
benefited from its own premises in central Cambridge,
Unity House, which offers up-to-date facilities for the

College’s main activities.

Diploma in Contextual Islamic Studies &
Leadership

The main teaching of the College until now has focused
on its unique Diploma in Contextual Islamic Studies
and Leadership. This one-year course has been designed
by leading educationalists for graduates of traditional
Islamic colleges, providing the contemporary skills and
knowledge necessary to direct their religious training to
meet the needs of the British Muslim community and

society in general.

Muslim scholars, including mosque leaders, often lack
the skills necessary to lead communities in contemporary
society. Some have very poor knowledge of modern

science and the realities of social and economic change.

Diploma students are chosen through a careful interview
and examination process, to ensure that only the brightest
and best are selected. In order not to exclude very
promising candidates with limited financial means, the
College has given full scholarships to more than 90% of its

students to date.

The Diploma course has three inter-related aims:

* to enable students to understand and engage with
contemporary debates about the role of religion in

general, and Islam in particular, in the modern world;

8 CAMBRIDGE MUSLIM COLLEGE
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* to encourage students to be compassionate and

reliable spiritual and pastoral advisers to Muslims and

others;

* to equip students with practical skills to make them
more effective leaders of Muslim institutions and to

enhance their career prospects in all fields.

To achieve these aims, the students follow an intense
course of eighteen modules over the year, ranging from
‘Science in the World Today: Introduction to the History
& Philosophy of Science’ to ‘Effective Community
Leadership’. These are all designed to give students
effective tools to address the ethical, intellectual and
practical problems facing today’s Muslim communities.
Fuller details are available in the College’s annual

prospectus and on its website.

The Diploma is taught by world-leading Muslim and
non-Muslim scholars and practitioners. In many of the
academic subjects, the College is able to bring world
leaders in their fields who work at the University. In
some of the more practical modules, students benefit
from the experience of some of the most successful and

innovative Muslim leaders and thinkers in the country.

CAMBRIDGE MUSLIM COLLEGE 9
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Graduates from the Diploma course

Ghulam Mohyuddin (2011-12) studied at Jamia
al-Karam, Retford, and al-Azhar University
before coming to cmc. He described the
Diploma as “the missing puzzle piece in my life — the
bridge between traditional and modern studies”. Since
graduating, he has taken up a post as imam at

Ashton Central Mosque, Greater Manchester.

Sumayyah Bostan (2011-12) attended Jamiatul
Imam Muhammad Zakaria, Bradford, before

| being accepted on our Diploma course. She

graduated top of her class and was admitted

| directly to the second year of the BA in Islamic

Studies at the University of London. Her time at

the College, she said, “surpassed all my expectations”.

Haseeb Akhtar (2010-11) also attended Jamia al-
Karam and al-Azhar University before studying
for the cmc Diploma. He described the course
as “a very useful, intellectual, rigorous and enjoyable

attempt to make sense of the context of Muslim

|| leadership”. He now works as a teacher at Jamia

al-Karam.

Mohammed Muhi Uddin (2009-10) was one of
the very first students at cmc after graduating
from the Institute of Islamic Education,
Dewsbury. He valued the ethos of the Diploma
course “which appreciates and maintains traditional
morals and values in a way that complements
contemporary education”. He now works as an imam

and teacher at Cann Hall Mosque in East London.

Madiha Ashraf (2010-11) came to cmc after her studies
at Jamea al-Kauthar, Lancaster. After graduating, she
said that the Diploma “had a profound impact on my life”.

She was particularly inspired by the Islamic Counselling
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course, and has subsequently undertaken further

accredited qualifications in counselling. She now works

as an Assistant Chaplain at the University of Manchester.
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Lecturers on the Diploma Programme

Based in the heart of Cambridge and with excellent
connections to many of the leading academic institutions
in the UK, the College has been able to recruit some

world-class lecturers to teach on its Diploma programme.
These have included:

Dr. Rowan Williams, Master of Magdalene College,
Cambridge and former Archbishop of Canterbury

Prof. Muhammad Abdel Haleem, Professor of Islamic

Studies, University of London

Prof. Julius Lipner, Professor of Hinduism & the
Comparative Study of Religion, University of Cambridge

Prof. Salim al-Hassani, Emeritus Professor of
Mechanical Engineering, University of Manchester and

Chairman, ‘1001 Inventions’ initiative

Prof. Peter Mandler, Professor of Modern Cultural
History, University of Cambridge

Charles Moore, former Editor of The Spectator and The
Daily Telegraph

Dr. Sherman Jackson, Professor of Religion and
American Studies & Ethnicity, University of Southern

California

Prof. William Chittick, Professor of Religious Studies,

Stony Brook University

Dr. Douglas Hedley, Reader in Hermeneutics and
Metaphysics, University of Cambridge

Emma Clark, Senior Tutor, Prince’s School of

Traditional Arts

CAMBRIDGE MUSLIM COLLEGE
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Students also undertake a number of field trips to see first-
hand examples of excellence in community development,
religious leadership, pastoral work, inter-faith dialogue
and other relevant areas. A highlight of the year is a

visit to Rome and the Vatican, where students attend an
audience with the Pope, meet diplomats and theologians,

and participate in inter-faith seminars.

During the course, students continue to cultivate their
core religious knowledge through hifz al-Qur’'an and
advanced memorisation of hadith. After a year of intensive
work, graduates are thus well prepared — intellectually
and personally — to go out into the wider world to raise
the cultural, educational and spiritual level of the Muslim

community and society in general.

The course is now well-known and respected by the main
UK Muslim institutions of all religious perspectives. Its
graduates are already applying their training successfully,
and many have gone on to study at leading universities

in the UK and abroad. Others work as imams, chaplains,

community workers and in other fields.
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Excellence in research

Alongside its teaching, the College hosts and supports
Muslim academics, including the most promising early-
career scholars engaged in post-doctoral research. The
object is to enhance the impact of Muslim scholars at
the leading edge of credible academic work in any field

relevant to the College’s mission.

In the long term the College sees this original research

as essential for developing authentic and relevant Islamic
answers to the questions and problems facing the modern
world. Only scholars fully immersed in both the Islamic
tradition and the most up-to-date research can provide

this, and the College is uniquely placed to support them.

The College has already funded six researchers, all of
whose work has been well-received in academic circles.
Some are now lecturing at other prestigious universities
while others are involved in shaping government

education policy through their research.

Public engagement

Both teaching and research at the College are focused on
making an impact on society more widely, but cmc also

engages in many other activities.

Among these are the cmc Public Lecture Programme,
which has seen leading scholars and thinkers visit the
college to present their ideas to audiences of academics
and the public from across Cambridge. The College also
publishes the CMC Papers, an online series of essays by
Muslim scholars intended to share relevant and timely

research with a wider audience.

Besides these regular activities, cmc also regularly hosts
visitors from around the UK and beyond — from well-
known scholars to filmmakers to artists to groups of

foreign students.

Through this public engagement, the College is already
becoming a meeting point for the exchange and

dissemination of ideas and practices not just for scholars

but the public at large.

CAMBRIDGE MUSLIM COLLEGE 13
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(CLOCKWISE FROM TOP)

VISITING SCHOLARS FROM AFGHANISTAN

VISITING STUDENTS FROM AUSTRIA

PROFESSOR FORD DISCUSSES WITH VISITORS FROM AL-AZHAR

VISITORS FROM THE OFFICE OF THE MUFTI OF BRUNEI

VISITORS FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF AZARBAIJAN

CMC RESEARCH FELLOW TARIQ WILKINSON AT THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
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Some CMC Research Fellows

Dr. Matthew Tariq Wilkinson (2012-14) has devoted his
time at cMc to researching how to improve the teaching
of History and Religious Education in secondary schools.
This research has led to A Curriculum for Cohesion, a project
run in collaboration with the Woolf Institute, Cambridge
and the Institute of Education, University of London,
that has contributed material on Islamic civilisations to

the British national history curriculum.

Dr. Fozia Bora (2011-12) used her Fellowship to continue
her research on education in medieval Egypt. During

the year she lectured at the Divinity School at the
University of Cambridge and at the University of Ghent,
Belgium. Following her time at cmc, she was appointed
as a Teaching Fellow in Middle Eastern History at the

University of Leeds.

Dr. Mansur Ali (2011-12) developed his work on practical
Islamic theology while at cmc. His research contributed to
his co-authorship of Understanding Muslim Chaplaincy with
cmc Trustee Dr. Sophie Gilliat-Ray (Cardiff University)
and Prof. Stephen Pattinson (Birmingham University).
Dr. Ali is now working as the Jameel Lecturer in Islamic

Studies at Cardiff University.

The CMC Papers

The CMC Papers are intended to disseminate some of the
latest research and thinking on contemporary issues to
both academics and the wider public. Among the papers
published so far are:

M.B. Altaie — Dagqiq al-Kalam: A Basis for an Islamic
Philosophy of Science

Basit Bilal Koshul — Muhammad Igbal, Charles Peirce and
Reclaiming the “Middle Way”

Magnus Bradshaw — From Humanism to Nihilism: The
Eclipse of Secular Ethics

Timothy Winter — Reason As Balance: The Evolution of ‘Aql

Dr. Atif Imtiaz — Some Reflections on Principles of Islamic

Education within a Western Context

CAMBRIDGE MUSLIM COLLEGE
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Public Lectures at CMC

The College holds regular public lectures delivered by
leading Muslim scholars and thinkers. They offer an
opportunity for the wider academic community and the
public at large to hear and think about important new
perspectives on some of the issues affecting the Muslim

community and the world. Our lectures have included:

Prof. Charles Burnett, University of London - “On
Arabic Learning and the Beginning of European

Universities”

Dr. Muhammad Ghaly, Leiden University - “Images
of People with Mental Disabilities in the Islamic

Tradition”

Musa Furber, Research Fellow, Tabah Foundation -

“Obligations to Future Generations™

Prof. Bruno Guiderdoni, Director of Research, French
National Centre for Scientific Research - “Science’s
Spiritual Quest: The Case of Islam”

Prof. Deborah Howard, University of Cambridge -
“The Impact of the Islamic World on Venetian

architecture”
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(CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT) PUBLIC LECTURES BY NOTABLE SCHOLARS:

IDRIS WATTS, CHARLES BURNETT, MUSA FURBER
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A Curriculum for Cohesion: Shaping Policy

The Curriculum for Cohesion project is an excellent example
of how cmc is supporting significant new research that
will have a positive impact on Muslims and inter-cultural
relations. The project is headed by Dr. Matthew Tariq
Wilkinson, Research Fellow 2012-14 at the College, which

is also the host institution for the project.

The overall objective of the project is to help develop

the National Curriculum in the UK to include more
information about Islam and Islamic civilisations, the role
of Muslims in British history and society, and the place of

Islam within a modern, multi-faith society.

A number of the elements of this four-year project have
already been achieved. In 2012, the project was presented
to the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Education

at the Houses of Parliament and subsequently to the
Department of Education itself. It has received strong
support from leading politicians, community leaders and

educationalists alike:

“I think this is a wonderful project ... What I hope this
will lead to is a better understanding between Muslims
and non-Muslims, one of mutual respect.”

SADIQ KHAN, MP FOR TOOTING, SHADOW LORD
CHANCELLOR AND SECRETARY
OF STATE FOR JUSTICE
“I am a keen supporter of A Curriculum For Cohesion
... We are best being brought up understanding our

differences.”

SIMON HUGHES, MP FOR BERMONDSEY & OLD
SOUTHWARK, DEPUTY LEADER OF
THE LIBERAL DEMOCRATS
“I think this is a very important project because its
aim is to achieve a better sense of belonging for young

Muslims going through the British education system.”
SIR ANTHONY FIGGIS, KCVO CMG, CHAIRMAN
OF THE ROYAL OVER-SEAS LEAGUE AND FORMER
DIPLOMAT
“A balanced education which teaches the past and
present stories, cultures and contributions of people
from various faith backgrounds is so important for
young people today ... That’s what the Curriculum for

Cobhesion Project is all about.”

HRH PRINCESS BADIYA OF JORDAN
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The Future Development of
the College

The College plans to continue and develop its work in

all areas of its teaching, research and public engagement.
Specific plans include the establishment of an accredited
four-year BA in Islamic Studies; further supporting
cutting-edge research on Islam in the modern world;
holding summer training programmes for potential young
leaders from the Muslim world; and developing high
quality diversity training for government organisations
and NGOs in the UK in order to spread more accurate,
authentic and sympathetic information about Islam and

Muslims.

BA in Islamic Studies

The planned BA programme will be the very first

course in the UK to combine traditional Islamic training
with a mainstream, university level-qualification. The
course will be founded on high-level Arabic instruction
and the core disciplines of a traditional Sunni Muslim
curriculum, including hadith, tafsir, Prophetic biography,
and Islamic law. These will be taught in conjunction with
contemporary disciplines that will enhance the students’
intellectual, pastoral and leadership skills in a way similar

to the Diploma course but in greater depth.

18  CAMBRIDGE MUSLIM COLLEGE
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The core themes of the Islamic revelation, as interpreted
by the leading scholars of mainstream, classical Islam,

run through the entire course. Teaching is designed to
demonstrate the coherence of these themes and their
relevance to Muslim responses to modern challenges.
Students will be trained through the intellectual rigour of
classical arguments, while exploring contemporary ideas

that can challenge, reinforce or reshape Islamic thinking.

Students will be required to memorise sections of the
Qur’an as well as hadith throughout their course. At the
same time they will develop the skills of critical analysis
and clear communication which have traditionally been
part of Islamic learning, and are certainly demanded in
Western academia today. No other course in the UK,
and few in the world as a whole, offers this combined but
coherent approach. A more detailed outline of the whole

course is available if required.

To deliver the BA curriculum four full-time teaching
officers will need to be recruited: three at Lectureship
level, and one Professor. Salary levels are determined with

reference to the University of Cambridge salary structure.

TURKISH CALLIGRAPHER EFDALUDDIN KILIC BEAUTIFIES THE COLLEGE PRAYER ROOM  sall L e L}.Q.é; c:lS O.;.U\ J..a}i L;jd\ Lk
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Centre for Research on Islam in
the Modern World

To continue to strengthen its research work, the College
plans to establish a centre for the study of all aspects of
Islam and its role in the modern world — from ways to
improve inter-faith relations, to Islamic perspectives on
the ethics of modern scientific development, to questions

of economic justice in a globalised world.

The centre will not only host the College’s own
researchers, but connect the CMC even more closely
to the intellectual life of Cambridge through seminars,

public lectures and conferences.

The centre will also be a key aspect of linking the work
of the College to other universities and institutions
worldwide, making it an international hub for the latest
cutting-edge scholarship that combines Islamic and
modern perspectives. A programme to host visiting
scholars from across the Muslim world and elsewhere will

provide them with a unique setting in which to work.

Leadership training

The College is also developing an intensive summer
programme to introduce young scholars and potential
leaders from the Muslim world to the academic study
of the modern world and Islamic perspectives on its

problems and possible solutions.

As in the College’s other programmes, this course will
allow students to study in an environment sympathetic to
their own religion, cultures and traditions, while giving
them knowledge and skills necessary to learn and lead

successfully in the world today.

Such students would of course benefit from the

unique intellectual and cultural environment found in
Cambridge, and the many resources and scholars cmc can
provide for them. Hundreds of Muslim students come

to the UK generally — and Cambridge in particular — to
study English or other subjects. But few courses can

offer something of the quality CMC is developing that is
tailored so specifically for the needs and future work of

the best of these young people.
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Training for government & NGOs

The College is also developing short courses to meet
another pressing need — to provide high quality,
authentic training about Islam and Muslims to members
of government services and charitable and voluntary
organisations. Such individuals can have huge impact on
Muslim communities in Britain and abroad, but often
work with inadequate and inaccurate perceptions about
Islam. Changing these misconceptions has become an

urgent priority.

There are many such diversity training courses offered,
but few, if any, meet this need satisfactorily. cmc isin a
unique position — thanks to its environment, its contacts,
resources and growing reputation — to offer courses of
the highest intellectual quality that address the specific

cultural and institutional requirements of attendees.

These courses will provide accurate and engaging
information about Islam and Muslims to members of the
civil service, local government, the police, armed forces,
aid organisations, mass media and others. As such they
have the potential to be a very beneficial and significant
channel to improve the quality of public debate and
decision-making on all issues that affect Muslims in

Britain and abroad.

C).&J.H Ja J O gus y MLl &0kl STUDENTS AND STAFF AT THE GRADUATION CEREMONY
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A New Building To Host The Future

To accommodate the planned increase in students and
staff, the College also needs investment in its buildings
and facilities. Fortunately, the College already owns
Unity House in central Cambridge, the site of which is
ideal to develop for its future needs. Using the existing
buildings and adding a new building at the centre of the

site will provide:

Auditorium for 80 people with the latest technological
facilities

Library with provision for 12,000 to 15,000 volumes
and reading spaces

Offices for permanent staff and visiting academics
Dining Room and Kitchen to cater for 80 people
Prayer Room with spaces for 8o people

Women’s Space with connected enclosed garden
Residential Accommodation for visiting scholars and

short-term visitors. Further details of the initial

plans for this development can be provided.
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Donating To The College

If you would like to make a donation or arrange any
further discussions about donating to the College, please

contact our Development Officer, Dr. Abdulaziz Brown.

CAMBRIDGE MUSLIM COLLEGE
14, St. Paul’s Road, Cambridge cB1 2E2
TEL: 01223 355235 FAX:0I223 355568

ab@cambridgemuslimcollege.org

Cambridge Muslim College is a registered company

no. 7031673 and a registered charity no. 1137219
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